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ZIGEUNERWEISEN 
SARASATE & HEIFETZ & MENUHIN	
	
PABLO MARTÍN MELITÓN DE SARASATE Y NAVASCUÉS (March 
10, 1844 - September 28, 1908) was as Spanish virtuoso on 
violin and composer of Romanic period. He is the author of the 
famous composition Zigeunerweisen Op. 20, written in 1878. It 
was premiered the same year in Leipzig, Germany. It is based 
on themes of the Roma people, and in the last section the 
rhythms of the csárdás; this section uses a theme previously 
used in Franz Liszt's Hungarian Rhapsody No. 13, composed in 
1847.  
 
JASCHA HEIFETZ (Lituânia - 1901-1987) 
SARASATE - ZIGEUNERWEISEN, OP.20 - 2. LENTO 
 
On his third tour to Israel in 1953, Heifetz included in his 
recitals the Violin Sonata by Richard Strauss. At the time, 
Strauss was considered by many to be a Nazi composer, and his 
works were unofficially banned in Israel along with those of 
Richard Wagner. Despite the fact that the Holocaust had 
occurred less than ten years earlier and a last-minute plea from 
the Israeli Minister of Education, the defiant Heifetz argued, 
"The music is above these factors ... I will not change my 
program. I have the right to decide on my repertoire." 
Throughout his tour the performance of the Strauss sonata was 
followed by dead silence. 
 
Heifetz was attacked after his recital in Jerusalem outside his 
hotel by a young man who struck Heifetz's violin case with a 
crowbar, prompting Heifetz to use his bow-controlling right 
hand to protect his priceless violins. As the attacker started to 
flee, Heifetz alerted his companions, who were armed, "Shoot 
that man, he tried to kill me." The attacker escaped and was 
never found. The attack has since been attributed to the 
Kingdom of Israel terrorist group.[15][16] The incident made 
headlines in the press and Heifetz defiantly announced that he 
would not stop playing the Strauss. Threats continued to come, 
however, and he omitted the Strauss from his next recital 
without explanation. His last concert was cancelled after his 
swollen right hand began to hurt. He left Israel and did not 
return until 1970. 
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YEHUDI MENUHIN (22 April 1916 – 12 March 1999)    
 
In 1991 Menuhin was awarded the prestigious Wolf Prize by 
the Israeli Government. In the Israeli Knesset he gave an 
acceptance speech in which he criticised Israel's continued 
occupation of the West Bank: This wasteful governing by fear, 
by contempt for the basic dignities of life, this steady 
asphyxiation of a dependent people, should be the very last 
means to be adopted by those who themselves know too well 
the awful significance, the unforgettable suffering of such an 
existence. It is unworthy of my great people, the Jews, who 
have striven to abide by a code of moral rectitude for some 
5,000 years, who can create and achieve a society for 
themselves such as we see around us but can yet deny the 
sharing of its great qualities and benefits to those dwelling 
amongst them.*    
 
*"Wolf Prize winner raps government". Jerusalem Post, 6 May 
1991.  
	


